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PORTLAND,  Ore.  (Special)  — 
Churches  are  built  on  relation¬ 
ships,  and  few  people  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  are  better  at  cultivating 
friends  and  building  relationships 
than  missionary  Troy  Smith. 

A  soft-spoken  Mississippian 
by  birth.  Smith  has  become  a 
master  of  understanding  the 
human  condition  and  how  peo¬ 
ple  develop  lifestyles  that  are  self¬ 
destructive  to  themselves  and 
those  they  love.  Smith  steps  into 
those  quagmires  of  defeatism 
characterized  by  drug,  alcohol, 
and  other  dependencies  with  a 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  tried- 
and-proven  approach  to  spiritual 
rehabilitation  tnrough  Christ. 

Smith  and  his  wife,  Jamae, 
are  among  nearly  5,200  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  supported  by  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
North  American  Missions.  They 
are  featured  during  the  March 
6-13  Week  of  Prayer  and  North 
AmuttflU*  Mission  Study,  which 
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Smith  first  came  to  Oregon  as«^, 

a  church  starter  in  1478  afterS  ..'C  .A’"/  '  .■  ^  ’  '*''>■  ■ 

discussing  his  call  with  the»  ‘ i'  ^  '"'V'V  '  .7^,'!'  '  ll 

director  of  missions  forlT'K’B  C.,,  up  ,l'-  h  vT  *1"  ' 1:11111 .  .d  'h'  m5j,Sv! 

Interstate  Association"  He  was^^'^™^*  ■ f^jrwr^iTiencan  /vussfons.  (special  pi 

told  the  association  had  a  piece  of  property  I  resigned  our  church  and  moved  to 
with  "no  people,  no  congregation,  no  Portland,  and  I  knew  I  was  home.  I  was 
salary,  but  with  a  $55,000  debt."  where  God  wanted  me  to  be,"  he  explains. 


When  he  was  told  it  was  virtually 
impossible  to  start  a  church  in  down¬ 
town  Portland  that  would  become  self- 
sustaining,  he  again  prayed  about  it  but 
couldn't  snake  the  conviction  that  it  was 
an  evangelist  from  1983-85.  That's  where  God  was  leading  him. 
when  things  began  to  happen  that  "I  wanted  to  start  a  church  that  was 
reshaped  rus  ministry.  more  than  a  rescue  mission.  Many  told  me 

Although  his  life  was  fulfilling,  he  that  it  would  never  be  self-supporting,  but 
was  challenged  by  Portland's  grow-  I  felt  God  knew  better;  I  just  had  to  find  the 
ing  population  or  men  and  women  way  he  wanted  it  to  be  done." 
who  were  looking  for  fulfillment  He  had  left  the  suburban  church  to  enter 
through  destructive  behavior.  It  was  evangelism  full-time,  but  took  a  detour 
a  people  group  largely  ignored  by  from  that  ministry  to  join  the  Home  Mission 
churches  because  they  didn't  know  Board  (now  North  American  Mission 
how  to  respond  —  a  people  group  Board)  as  a  missionary  to  the  inner  city.  He 
composed  of  many  who  lived  m  the  would  not  be  guaranteed  an  appointment 
inner  city  and  who  had  become  beyond  three  years  "because  no  one  lasted 
addicted  to  drugs  and  alcohol.  that  long  in  the  inner  city,"  he  explains. 

Smith  became  increasingly  con-  Smith  opened  the  Baptist  Revival  Center 
cemed  that  churches  were  moving  in  downtown  Portland  for  counseling  and 
out  of  the  inner  city  almost  as  fast  worship  services.  He  listened  to  stones  of 
as  others  were  moving  in.  He  was  wasted  lives  and  sharing  the  gospel  with  the 
disheartened  by  the  spiritual  void  city's  rejected  residents.  It  was  the  first  good 
that  was  being  created  by  the  slow  news  many  had  heard  in  a  long  time 
exodus  of  the  very  salt  and  light  "I  keep  asking  myself  if  those  who  I  led  to 
that  should  have  found  new  Christ  were  really  saved,  why  did  they  keep 
opportunities  for  ministry.  slipping  back  into  their  old  lifestyles?  Then 

''I  felt  we  should  go  to  those  peo-  Goa  gave  me  the  objectives  which  became 

Fie  rather  than  abandoning  them  as  the  foundation  of  wnat  is  now  known  as 
saw  more  and  more  churches  SAFE  -  Setting  Addicts  Free  Eternally, 
move  to  the  suburbs.  Many  of  those  The  goal  of  SAFE  is  not  sobriety.  Smith 
churches  left  simply  because  they  is  quick  to  point  out.  The  goal  is  for  each 
didn't  know  how  to  deal  with  the  person  who  completes  the  course  to 
problems  of  the  inner  city,"  he  says,  become  a  productive,  healthy,  child  of  God. 

Smith  tried  to  help  the  associ-  "If  you  sober  up  a  thief  you  still  have  a 
ation  recruit  a  pastor  ,  but  no  one  thief.  But  if  you  change  him  from  the 
stepped  forward.  inside,  you  nolonger  have  a  thief,"  he  says. 


r 


Abortion:  crashing  into  the  truth  (again) 


ong  the  many  fatuous  arguments  Rumaisa's  head  is 
Jgated  by  the  pro-death,  pro-abor-  normal  and  there  is  no 
>litical  lobby  is  that  the  vast  majority  bleeding  in  her  brain, 
uses"  ("babies"  to  you  and  me)  that  which  is  a  common 
led  in  abortions  each  year  could  not  complication  that  can 
survived  outside  their  mother's  put  a  baby  at  risk  for 
s  anyway,  so  what's  the  big  deal?  cerebral  palsy." 
i  the  inane  trimester  system  of  ges-  Both  Rumaisa  and 
il  development  crafted  by  the  U.S.  Hiba  have  already 
ne  Court  —  a  concept  that  can  undergone  laser  surg- 
e  described  as  a  laughingstock  at  ery  to  ward  off  future 
medical  schools  —  and  the  vision  problems, 
es  aren't  developed  enough  to  feel  another  common 
pain  during  an  abortion"  con-  complication.  "We 
tention  that  has  been  disproven  anticipate  an  excel- 
by  modem  ultrasound,  the  abor-  lent  visual  progno- 
tionists'  latest  lie  has  crashed  sis,"  Muraskas  said, 
headlong  into  the  truth.  Rumaisa  was  dis- 

Rumaisa  Rahman  was  bom  by  charged  from  Loyola 
emergency  caesarean  section  at  26  University  Medical 
weeks  gestation  on  September  19,  Center  on  February  8, 

20Q4,  at  Loyola  University  Medical  weighing  a  hefty  5 
Center  in  Maywood,  Illinois,  when  ’  ’  ' 

her  23-year-old  mother  was  strick¬ 
en  with  severe  preeclampsia 
(extreme  high  blood  pressure  dur¬ 
ing  pregnancy).  Rumaisa,  barely  six 
months  from  her  conception,  was 
less  than  ten  inches  long  at  birth 
and  weighed  8.6  ounces  —  about 
the  weight  of  an  average  soft  drink 
in  a  can  or  a  cell  phone. 

Her  fraternal  twin  sister,  Hiba,  was  bom 
at  the  same  time  and  weighed  one  pound, 
four  ounces.  Hiba,  although  incredibly  small 
herself,  was  well  within  the  capabilities  of 
premature  care  in  today's  meaical  world. 

The  previous  record  for  tne  world's  smallest 
baby  was  also  held  by  Loyola  University 
Medical  Center:  9.9  ounces  at  27  weeks. 

"We  are  very  excited  about  this  case 
because  all  the  studies  seem  to  suggest  that 
she  will  develop  normally,"  said  Johnathan 

Muraskas,  professor  of  pediatrics  and  _  „  _  f _ _  _ 

neonatal  and  perinatal  medicine  at  the  throughout  tne  full  nine  months  of  ges- 
Loyola  University  Chicago  Stritch  School  of  tation.  After  all,  no  baby  had  ever  sur- 
Medicine.  "Ultrasounds  have  shown  that  vived  at  Rumaisa's  birthweight  and  she 
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^Loyola  U  ni  versity  •* birth 

Medical  Center  is  among  the  leaders  in  wouldn't  have  felt  any  pain  during  the 

caring  for  extremely  premature  infants.' — abortion  procedure.  Right? 

According  to  the  National  Institutes  of  It's  not  really  a  baby;  it's  a  blob  of 
Health,  more  than  1,700  newborns  weigh-  unformed  tissue.  Right?  It's  just  a  "prod- 
ing  less  than  two  pounds  have  been  uct  of  conception"  until  it  draws  its  first 
admitted  to  the  hospital  in  the  past  20  breath.  Right?  It  would  just  be  another 
years,  with  a  survival  rate  of  90%  of  those  mouth  to  reed  in  an  overpopulated  world, 
bom  at  27  weeks  gestation  or  longer.  The  Right?  We  can  hold  down  the  societal  bur- 
medical  center  is  by  no  means  alone  in  dens  created  by  raising  children.  Right? 
accomplishing  these  medical  miracles.  We  can  even  control  birth  defects.  Right? 

We  are  constantly  pushing  back  the  The  constitutional  right  of  privacy  extends 
time  period  during  which  a  baby  can  to  abortion.  Right? 
survive  premature  birth.  The  future  We've  heara  all  of  these  excuses  for  legal 
holds  great  promise  in  this  area  of  med-  abortion  many  times  before.  When  you 
ical  research.  It  is  a  sad  fact,  however,  next  encounter  abortion  extremists  offering 
that  in  America,  little  Rumaisa  (and  her  the  same  tired  arguments  listed  above  or 
sister)  could  have  been  exterminated  for  even  more  simple-minded  misrepresenta- 
any  reason  —  or  no  reason  at  all  —  in  the  tions,  ask  them  if  they've  ever  heard  of 
forceps  of  an  abortionist  who  is  legally  Rumaisa  Rahman  and  then  give  thanks  for 
entitled  to  practice  his  perverse  craft  the  incredible  eift  of  life  that  shp  pninvs 
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2004  exceeded  $53.8  million,  sionaries,  mobilizing  volun-  •  Southern  Baptists  have  a 
Srnce  its  inception,  more  than  teers,  impacting  our  culture,  goal  of  starting  more  than 
one  billion  dollars  has  been  and  equipping  leaders.  2,000  churches  each  year 

given  through  the  Annie  •  NAME  was  formed  in  1997,  •  Church  and  community  min- 

Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  and  is  the  successor  organiza-  istries  such  as  Alternatives  for 

*  %Pofty-four  percent  of  tion  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  Life,  literacy  missions.  Baptist 
NAMBs  $120  million  budget  (which  began  in  1845)  in  Atlanta,  center  ministries,  week  day 
comes  from  AAEO  and  36%  the  Brotherhood  Commission  in  ministries,  and  immigration 

wD^”°°PCrd^Ve  Program.  Memphis,  and  Radio  and  and  hunger  ministries,  results 

•  NAMB  s  primary  responsibil-  Television  Commission  in  Ft.  in  more  than  33,000  professions 
lty  is  to  assist  Southern  Baptist  Worth.  The  national  office  is  of  faith  each  year. 

churches  reach  the  United  now  located  near  Atlanta  in  •  The  Strategic  Focus  Cities 
States,  Canada,  and  their  tern-  Alpharetta,  Georgia.  (SFQ  emphasis  for  2005  is  New 

tones  with  the  gospel  at  Jfcsus  •  5,126  missionaries,  2,400  York  City.  Through  SfC, 
Christ.  The  agency  provides  chaplains  (serving  in  military,  Chicago,  Phoenix,  Las  Vfegas’ 
assistance  to  churches,  assoda-  institutions  such  as  prisons  and  Boston,  Seattle,  Philadelphia  and 
dons,  and  state  conventions  in  hospitals,  and  in  corporate  set-  Miami  have  been  sites  of  coneeiv 
auirch  planting  and  evange-  tings),  and'  hundreds  of  thou-  tt^^d  and  intentional  evarce- 
lism,  including  soul-wincing  sands  of  mission  volunteers  _  U&br  aptf  church  plantingeffdfte* 
training,  interfaith  witness,  and  Le.g.,  World  Changers,  Mission  T&  date,  the  North  AmerKv 
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Former  teacher  brings  hope  to  community 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.,  — 

Grace  McGraw  ends  the  tutoring 
lesson  and  says  goodbye  to  her 
young  student.  She  steps  outside 
to  get  a  breath  of  fresh  air  and  is 
reminded  of  where  her  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God  has  brought  her. 

McGraw  had  been  used  to 
teaching  school  in  an  affluent 
section  of  Birmingham  to 
nicely  dressed  children  of  par¬ 
ents  m  a  community  known  as 
Vestavia  Hills.  Her  work  envi¬ 
ronment  was  pleasant,  grass 
covered  the  lawns  and  streets 
were  well  maintained. 

Today  she  stands  outside 
the  M-POWER  Ministries 
building  where  she  guides  a 
staff  providing  new  hope  to  a 
community  riddled  by  social 
and  economic  problems. 

As  she  looks  down  the  street 
she  reflects  how  far  she  has 
come  in  the  past  five  years.  Her 
world  is  far  more  complicated 
with  problems  caused  by  crowd¬ 
ed  public  schools  where  children 
encounter  gangs,  drugs  are 
offered  as  a  way  to  escape  reali¬ 
ty,  and  prostitution  is  common. 

Her  office  is  now  located  on  the 
edge  of  a  high-crime  community 
known  as  Woodlawn/ Avondale 
and,  she  says,  she  may  as  well  be 
serving  in  a  Third  World  country 
due  to  the  economic,  cultural, 
and  social  barriers  she  has  had 
to  overcome. 

"The  community  is  not  that 
far  away  from  Vestavia  Hills, 
just  a  snort  15-minute  drive, 
but  it  is  a  world  away.  For  all 
practical  purposes,  the  Lord 
picked  me  up  from  my  com¬ 
fortable  career  and  dropped  by  the 
me  in  the  middle  of  a  foreign  Easter 
land,"  she  says  matter-of-factly.  America 

"It's  a  good  thing  He  didn't  featured 

,  ^  *  ,  t  T  1  I  •  -t  Itr  _1_ 
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NEW  HOPE  —  North  American  missionary  Grace  McGraw 
(center)  taught  school  28  years  in  an  affluent  section  of 
Birmingham  before  retiring,  but  God  called  her  out  of  retire¬ 
ment  to  the  inner  city  where  she  now  provides  new  hope 
through  a  variety  of  activities  including  an  after-school  pro¬ 
gram  supported  by  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
North  American  Missions.  (Special  photo) 
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Annie  Armstrong's  story 

The  woman  for  whom  the  Annie  Armstrong 
i  ^  “T  Easter  Offering  for  North  American  Missions  was 
I  named  lived  from  1850-1938,  but  her  boldness 
I  and  commitment  to  missions  during  her  lifetime 
continue  to  serve  as  a  model  for  today.  Her  strong 

to  Native 
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‘  I  commitment  to  taking  the  gospel 

^  Americans  and  immigrants  came  as  a  result  of  lis- 

tening  to  missionaries'  stories  about  the  needs  of 
4  these  groups.  She  personalized  that  commitment 

by  serving  her  church  and  leading  women  to 
minister  to  immigrants  arriving  at  me  Baltimore 
Armstrong  pjer  also  traveled  to  Indian  territory  to  minis¬ 
ter  personally  to  the  Native  Americans.  While  she  could  not  be 
hands-on  all  the  time,  she  encouraged  women  to  make  up  boxes  of 
supplies  for  missionaries  in  order  that  they  could  be  better  equipped 
to  take  the  gospel  to  all  people.  Annie  also  serv  ed  as  the  first  corre¬ 
sponding  secretary  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  which 
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First  Church,  McComb,  announces  that  members  will  help  build  a 
w  church  in  the  Sawhill  Road  area  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
,000  people  live  without  a  single  Southern  Baptist  church  nearby. 


The  1955  Convention-Wide  Simultaneous  Evangelistic  Crusade 
will  get  underway  March  6,  it  has  been  determined  by  Chester  L. 
Quarles,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  executive  secretary. 
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good  money,"  De  La  Barra  said. 
"We  traveled  all  around  the 
world.  But  after  a  while,  again 
and  again,  I  had  the  same  reel¬ 
ing  of  emptiness.  I  tried  to  kill 
this  emptiness  by  working  20 
hours  a  day  seven  days  a  week." 

It  wasn't  until  he  met  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
who  was  starting  a  church  in 
his  neighborhood  that  De  La 
Barra  began  to  realize  that  he 
was  empty  spiritually.  Over  the 
next  year,  the  two  families 
became  friends,  sharing  meals 
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Offering  for  North  American  States  to  attend  seminary,  "Mosto 
Missions.  They  are  featured  Carlos  and  Cristina  —  who  had  ing  here  ar 
during  the  March  6-13  Week  been  a  Christian  since  child-  said  De  Lc 
of  Prayer,  which  focuses  on  hood  —  began  preparing  their  an  MBA  d< 
the  theme  Answer  His  Call.  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  of  farms  ii 
"I  am  a  Christian  because  a  were  teenagers  at  the  time,  for  a  of  Americ 
Christian  family  from  South  drastic  lifestyle  change.  these  jobs, 

Carolina  went  to  Chile  as  "We  knew  that  when  we  to  do  thes< 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  came  here,  I  would  not  have  a  places  that 
to  bring  the  gospel  to  our  peo-  big  salary,"  De  La  Barra  said.  Hispan: 
pie,"  De  La  Barra  said.  "As  a  *  "We  would  not  have  a  really  increasing] 
Catholic,  I  always  felt  guilty  expensive  place  to  live."  or  permar 

of  something  and  never  felt  So  they  moved  out  of  their  struction,  ] 
sure  of  my  salvation."  spacious  home  and  rented  a  restaurant 

Shortly  after  his  commit-  small  apartment  in  Chile  for  a  seasonal  fa 
ment  to  follow  Christ,  De  La  year  before  moving  to  said  that  1 
Barra  began  accompanying  Greenville,  S.C.,  where  De  La  families  a 
the  missionary  pastor  on  min-  Barra  spent  a  year  studying  United  S 
istry  visits  as  well  as  helping  English  in  preparation  for  roots,  they 
him  start  another  church.  "He  seminary.  "My  extended  fami-  make  long 
started  teaching  me  without  ly  still  cannot  understand  why  "It's  ha 
telling  me  that  ne  was  teach-  I  quit  my  job,  and  left  every-  when  evt 
ing  me,"  he  said.  thing  to  come  here,"  he  said.  about  ret 

As  their  friendship  grew,  the  Following  his  graduation  he  said. 
De  La  Barra  family  vacationed  from  Southern  Seminary  in  years  for 
with  the  missionary  family  in  Louisville,  Kentucky  in  1996,  maybe  tl 
the  United  States  by  helping  De  La  Barra  joined  the  North  back  to  M 
them  minister  to  the  Hispanic  American  Mission  Board  as  a  D  e  La 
community  in  Greenville,  S.C.  Hispanic  church  planter,  tucky's  F 
"Here  in  the  United  States,  While  a  seminary  student,  he  is  more  th 
we  realized  the  great  needs  of  helped  start  Hispanic  church-  ily  admit 
the  Hispanic  community,"  De  es  in  neighboring  Indiana.  be  much  1 
La  Barra  recalled.  "They  had  A  major  challenge  in  start-  come  to  tl 
spiritual,  social,  financial  needs,  ing  Hispanic  churcnes,  De  La  serves  Hi 
and  a  lack  of  help  and  hope.  We  Barra  said,  is  it  can  be  a  slow  in  central 
felt  the  call  to  serve  them  and  process  because  most  migrant  Louisvilli 
help  them  where  they  live  and  families  come  to  Kentucky  Over  the 
in  tneir  own  language."  from  Mexico  and  are  largely  number  < 

Before  moving  to  the  United  illiterate  and  highly  transient,  gations  hi 


Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Matt  Chandler 
Speaker 


Louie  Gifjllo 
Speaker 


«LifeWa’ 


Daniel  &  Bonnie 
Worship  Leaders 


Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room,  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional  plan  offers 
Doctor's  office  visits,  prescription  drugs,  dental.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047,  877-232-0686. 


Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminar^ 

“Do  the  work  of  an  evangelist.. .brine  the  books’, 
“  r  the  parchments.”  2  Timothy  4:5,13  t 
ts.edu 
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Complain  ers 


Ril 


I  really  do  not  want  to  be  guilty 
of  complaining  about  complain- 
ers,  but  to  be  honest  there  are 
some  people  who  complain  about 
everything.  At  times  I  think  it  is 
an  infectious  disease  that  works 
on  us,  and  at  other  times  it 
appears  to  be  cultivated  orneri¬ 
ness  in  some  of  us.  Obviously, 
there  are  degrees  of  complaining. 
Some  people  have  carried  it  to 
new  and  exalted  heights. 

Recently,  I  was  talking  with 
one  of  our  associational  mission 
directors  and  he  was  telling  me 
about  some  good  things  that  were 
happening  in  their  association 
of  churches.  Then  he  added, 
"There  are  always  going  to  be  a 
few  people  grumbling  about 
something."  I  smiled  and  nodded, 
"Yes,"  and  he  said,  "Why,  you 
could  hang  them  with  a  new 
rope,  and  they  would  still  com¬ 
plain."  I  had  never  heard  that  in 
my  life,  but  I  guess  he  was  right. 

I  am  fairly  confident  tnat 
nearly  all  of  us  complain  about 
something,  sometime  or  other.  I 
am  also  fairly  sure  that  when 
we  complain,  most  of  us  don't 
realize  tnat  we  are  complaining 
as  much  as  we  actually  are. 
Even  church  folks  complain. 
We  may  not  be  the  worst  com- 
plainers,  but  sometimes  we 
rank  right  up  there  among  the 
world  class  complainers. 

During  a  particularly  bad 
season.  Coach  John  McKay,  the 
legendary  coach  of  UCLA,  was 
asked  about  the  execution  of 
his  team.  He  quipped,  "I  am  in 
favor  of  it."  When  LSU  hired  a 
new  athletic  director  he  said  at 
his  first  press  conference  that 
the  first  flung  he  was  going  to 
do  was  expand  all  the  travel 
expenses  of  the  teams  so  that 
when  LSU  traveled  to 


‘Directi 


s 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Starkville  they  could  afford  to 
get  hotel  rooms  without  a  view. 
Jake  Gather,  the  legendary 
coach  of  Florida  A&M  during 
the  60's,  was  asked,  "What 
kind  of  player  do  you  look  for 
when  you  go  out  recruiting?" 
He  said,  "I  look  for  guys  mat 
are  hostile,  mobile,  and  agile." 

It  is  not  unusual  to  be  told 
what  a  waitress  said  to  me 
recently.  She  said  she  dreaded 
working  on  Sunday.  It  was  not 
because  she  had  to  miss  church 
or  even  because  she  had  to 
work  when  other  folks  were 
not  working.  She  said,  "Church 
people  gripe  the  most  about  the 
service  and  tip  the  least."  Can 
you  imagine  what  it  looks  like 
and  feels  like  to  somebody 
working  in  a  restaurant  ana 
here  comes  this  avalanche  of 
church  folks  through  the  door 
grumbling,  demanding,  com¬ 
plaining,  and  growling  about 
every  aspect  of  the  service? 

It  is  amazing  how  little  of  our 
worship  stays  with  us.  We  are  out 
the  door  of  the  church,  into  the 
car,  and  cm  to  a  place  to  eat  where 
we  convey  the  wrong  message  to 
a  waitress  who  maybe  having  a 
tough  day  any  way.  We  go  from 
an  atmosphere  of  welcoming  folks 
to  our  Sunday  School,  to  greeting 
folks  in  our  worship  service,  to 
going  out  of  our  way  to  make 
people  feel  welcome  m  the  con- 

- ation  of  God's  children,  and 

we  turn  around  and  forget  it 


all  as  we  treat  a  waitress  with 
disdain  and  fuss  about  every¬ 
thing  that  she  does  or  doesn't  do. 
That  is  not  a  good  witness. 

It  is  not  as  though  we  are  the 
first  generation  of  complainers 
to  come  along  in  God's  family. 
No,  there  have  been  plenty  of 
others.  I  suppose  the  quintes¬ 
sential  complainers  were  the 
children  of  Israel,  who  appar¬ 
ently  had  developed  their  grip¬ 
ing  gifts  to  the  highest  form. 
They  mumbled  ana  grumbled 
because  they  wanted  out  of 
Egypt.  Then  they  griped  when 
they  got  out  in  the  desert. 
Traveling  on  their  way  to  the 
Promise  Land,  they  fussed 
about  the  food.  I'm  talking 
about  manna  from  heaven. 
When  God  gave  them  gourmet 
meals  (quail),  they  grumbled 
about  how  that  didn't  suit  them. 

If  folks  today  seem  to  be  fick¬ 
le  about  leadership  and  belly¬ 
ache  about  following,  just  think 
about  those  folks.  Tney  did  not 
like  the  taskmasters  m  Egypt. 
They  doggedly  questioned  and 
disagreea  witn  Moses'  leader¬ 
ship.  While  Moses  was  on  the 
*  mountain,  they  became  con¬ 
vinced  they  needed  to  change 
leaders.  They  thought,  "If  we 
can  just  get  the  right  man,  God 
will  lead  us  through  this." 
Aaron  exerted  his  leadership 
and  they  were  sure  in  a  mess, 
and  then  when  Moses  died  they 
moaned  and  groaned  for  weeks. 


Before  you  go  off  on  a  com¬ 
plaining  spree,  remember  these 
important  facte: 

•  Complaining  is  never  as 
effective  as  concern,  to  bring 
about  change  and  good. 

•  Constant  complaining  does 
not  reveal  your  insights  about  a 
situation  so  much  as  it  shows 
your  negative  attitude  and 
your  insensitive  spirit. 

•  A  complaining  spirit  violates' 
a  basic  spiritual  principle.  Paul 

fave  these  instructions  in  I  Th. 

:18  —  "In  everything  give 
thanks  for  this  is  the  will  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you." 
This  verse  does  not  mean  so 
much  that  we  are  to  go  around 
mouthing  words  like,  "Thank 
you  Goa  that  my  child  is  sick, 
thank  you  for  the  flat  tire,  and 
thank  you  that  I  lost  my  job."  It 
does  instruct  us  to  understand 
that  we  can  live  in  confidence, 
trust,  and  even  thanksgiving 
knowing  that  God  is  going  to  be 
with  us,  supply  our  every  need, 
and  provide  for  the  future.  He  is 
the  God  who  can  bring  blessings 
when  it  appears  you  are  cursed. 
He  can  bring  good  out  of  bad.  He 
can  turn  things  around  in  a 
moment  of  time,  though  it  may 
take  years  to  get  there.  He  is  a 
God  who  understands  all  of  the 
features  of  the  complexities  of 
our  lives  from  the  beginning  and 
far  into  the  future.  He  under¬ 
stands  and  desires  our  confi¬ 
dence  more  than  our  complaints. 

The  wise  man  of  the  Old 
Testament  may  have  instruct¬ 
ed  us  best  when  he  said,  "Trust 
in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart, 
and  lean  not  to  thy  own  under¬ 
standing;  in  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him,  and  he  will 
direct  thy  paths"  (Pr.  3:5-6). 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-/nail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


new 


Missionary  planting 

COCHRANE,  ALBERTA  — 

Dwight  Huffman  climbs  up  a 
hill  and  looks  down  on  the 
town  below.  The  cool  Canadian 
breeze  ruffles  his  hair  as  he  sur¬ 
veys  the  environment,  a  vast 
wooded  area  untouched  by 
development  —  until  now. 

What  had  been  pristine 
wilderness  is  now  slowly  bein 
transformed  into  the  town  o 
Chestermere,  a  ra 
communi 

Calgary.  With  the  trained  ey 
a  seasoned  pro,  Huffman 
makes  a  mental  note  of  the 
community  of  about  5,000  and 
asks  himself  the  best  way  to 
bring  Christ  to  its  residents. 

"Chestermere  is  representative 
of  many  towns  springing  up 
around  the  province  of  Alberta. 

Some  of  these  towns  have  no  evan-  _  _ 

gelical  witness,  but  that's  why  we 
are  here  as  Canadian  Baptiste.  We  want  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  needs  of  the  community  and  meet 
those  needs  in  the  name  of  Christ,"  he  says. 

Huffman  and  his  wife  Judy  are  among 
nearly  5,200  missionaries  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  supported  by  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North 
American  Missions.  They  are  featured  dur¬ 
ing  the  March  6-13  Week  of  Prayer  and 


North  American  Mission  Study,  which  this 
year  focuses  on  the  theme  Answer  His  Call. 

Huffman  is  no  stranger  to  church 
planting.  While  earning  his  degree  from 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley, 
California,  he  started  two  churches  and 
served  as  pastor  of  a  third  before  he  was 
called  to  work  with  the  Canadian 
Convention  of  Southern  Baptists. 


Today  Huffman  is  less  of  a 
planter  and  more  of  a  scout  in  the 
vein  of  the  old  fur  trappers  who 
first  trudged  through  the  rugged 
terrain  of  Western  Canada.  The 
only  difference  is  they  were  travel¬ 
ing  by  foot  and  looking  for  beavers 
and  bears,  and  Huffman  drives  by 
car  and  visually  maps  the  terrain 
for  others  to  follow,  snaring  Christ. 

Judy  teaches  sixth-grade  stu¬ 
dents  at  Bearspaw  Christian 
School,  in  addition  to  being  the 
vice  principal  of  the  school  She 
also  leads  a  care  group  in  their 
home  once  a  week.  It  is  a  couple's 
care  group,  but  more  often  than 
not,  Judy  is  leading  it  without 
Dwight,  as  he  is  on  the  road,  fre¬ 
quently  for  a  week  or  two  at  a  time. 

As  the  strategy  coordinator  for 
Western  Canada,  which  is  made 
up  of  British  Columbia,  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan,  Manitoba,  the 
Yukon,  and  the  Northwest  Territories, 
Huffman  travels  about  60,000  kilometers  a 
year  in  his  car.  His>rea  is  approximately 
the  equivalent  of  the  Continental  United 
States,  but  has  less  than  140  Canadian 
Southern  Baptist  churches  and  missions. 

"I'm  responsible  to  see  the  day  when 
every  Canadian  in  Western  Canada  hears 
the  Gospel...,"  he  says. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritual 
guidance. 


Answer 

““Tell 

JU  Nil  story 

flwo* 


Week  of  Prayer 
for  North  American  Missions 

Suggested  Dates:  March  6-13,  2005 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


NatioMl  Goab  $55,000,000 
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1.  First  Church,  McLaurin, 
Royal  Ambassador's  sponsored  a 
spaghetti  dinner  fundraiser  on 
February  6,  to  follow  morning 
services.  All  proceeds  will  go 
toward  RAs  activities. 

2.  First  Church,  McLaurin, 
Brotherhood  held  a  cookout 
fundraiser  dinner  on  February 

12.  Several  from  the  church  par¬ 
ticipated  with  preparation  and 
serving.  All  proceeds  went  to 
the  building  fund. 

3.  First  Church,  McLaurin, 
youth  held  a  sweetheart  ban¬ 
quet  with  a  special  dinner  and 
entertainment.  Youth  partici¬ 
pated  as  waiters  and  hostesses. 
All  proceeds  will  be  allocated 
for  youth  activities. 

4.  First  Church,  McLaurin, 
WMU  began  sponsoring  a 
cake/garage  sale  on  Jan.  29  with 
proceeds  going  toward  the  Lottie 
Moon  Missions.  The  sale  is 
ongoing  and  located  at  Hwy.  49 
N.  South  Flea  Market.  Contact 
Shirley  Headley  at  (601)  583-9212 
for  more  information. 


Hogar  Orphanage  in 
Matamoros,  Mexico.  Shown 
in  front  of  the  150  knit  caps 
are  Dot  Bartlett  and  Merle 
Ivy,  president  of  Women  on 
Mission. 

13.  The  Care  Group  of  Calvary 
Church,  Pascagoula,  prepared 
Christmas  baskets  for  me  home- 
bound  and  shut-ins  under  the 
direction  of  care  leader  Christine 
Grubs,  $hown  far  right. 

14.  The  children's  choir  of 
Goss  Church,  Columbia,  pre¬ 
sented  Sing  A  Song,  a  Christmas 
musical,  on  Dec.  19. 

15.  Dumas  Church,  G untown, 
Acteens  assisted  volunteers  at 
the  Operation  Christmas  Child 
Shoe  Box  Collection  drop-off 
site  located  at  the  church. 


16.  Canaan  Church,  Col¬ 
umbus,  is  having  a  note-burning 
ceremony  on  Sun.,  Mar.  13,  at  2 

Em,  with  apot  luck  luncheon  fel- 
iwship  at  11:30  a.m.  after  morn¬ 
ing  worship.  Royal  Ambassadors 
will  provide  musical  entertain¬ 
ment  The  love  offering  will  be 
donated  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  offering. 

17.  Westwood  Church,  Mer¬ 
idian,  held  a  baby  dedication 
on  Feb.  13.  Shown  are  William, 
Amy,  and  C.W.  Rogers  and 
their  pastor  Richie  Davis. 

18.  A  concert  featuring  The 
Lesters  of  St.  Louis,  will  be  held 
at  Antioch  Church,  Union,  on 
Thurs.,  Mar.  10  at  7  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  received.  For 
more  information,  contact  James 
Young  at  (601)  986-8771. 


19.  Barefoot  Ministries,  in 
conjunction  with  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton,  is  host¬ 
ing  a  dessert  theater  show  Mar. 
12,  6:30  p.m.  Tickets  are  $5  and 
are  available  through  the  youth 
ministries  office  or  at  the  door. 


20.  Calvary  Church,  Jackson, 
will  host  an  organ  recital  featur¬ 
ing  Charles  Emols,  professor  of 
music  at  St.  Cloud  State 
University,  Minn.,  Mar.  6,  3  pm. 
The  concert  is  free  and  open  to 
the  public. 

21.  Hebron  Church,  Pheba, 
is  sponsoring  a  blood  drive 
Mar.  7,2-  7  p.m.,  at  the  Hebron 
Christian  School  gym.  Call 
(662)  494-7513,  (662)  492-5835, 
or  (662)  492-9510  for  information. 


22.  Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  will  celebrate  a  note 
burning  Mar.  13, 10:30  a.m.  Lunch 
will  be  served  after  the  service. 


23.  Gold  City  in  concert, 
Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson, 

Mar.  13,  3  p.m.  General 
admission  $12;  $15  at  the 
door.  For  information  call 
(601)  643-5145. 

24.  The  Master's  Vessels  in 
concert,  Wiggins  Church, 
Carthage,  Mar.  5,  6:00  p.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken.  For 
more  information,  contact  Don 
Ray  at  (601)  267-5337. 

25.  Pelahatchie  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  recently  licensed 
Michael  Stevenson  to  tire  Gospel 
ministry.  He  is  available  ror 
pulpit  supply;  call  (601)  854V 
8430  or  (601)  278-1496. 

26.  Emmanuel  Church,  Biloxi, 
will  host  their  7th  annual  reunion 
April  23-24.  For  information, 
call  Bobby  Menius  at  (228) 
388-5609  or  e-mail  BREME- 
NIUS@cs.com. 


1 2.  Lottie  Moon  Knit  Cap  Fundraiser  for  Orphanage 


8.  Springfield  Church, 
Morton,  honored  Mazie  Dye 
with  a  reception  after  serving  as 
secretary-treasurer  since  1978. 


9.  Springfield  Church, 
Morton,  recently  exceeded  their 
Lottie  Moon  goal  of  $6,700  by 
giving  over  $8,700.  The  offering 
was  given  in  memory  of  Jeffery 
Wade  who  recently  lost  his  life  in 
an  auto  accident  and  had  dreams 
of  becoming  an  IMB  missionary. 


10.  Diamondhead  Church, 
Diamondhead,  will  celebrate 
25  years  of  ministry  with  special 
services  Mar.  6  at  10:30  a.m.  Call 
(228)  255-3348  for  information. 


11.  Spring  Hill  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  licensed  Patrick 
Perkins  to  preach  on  Jan.  10. 
Shown  are  Perkins,  wife  Jennifer, 
and  Albert  Parsons,  pastor. 


12.  Calvary  Church,  Pasca¬ 
goula,  met  tneir  Lottie  Moon 
offering  goal  by  raising  over 
$2,250.00.  The  knit  stocking 
caps  were  sent  to  the  Casa 


13.  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula,  Care  Group 


14.  Goss  Church,  Children's  Choir 


15.  Acteens  of  Dumas  Church,  Guntown 


17.  Westwood  Church,  Meridian,  Baby  Dedication 


5.  Clarke  Association,  Quit- 
man,  exceeded  their  goal  of 
$62,000.00  by  raising  $77,935.21 
for  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering. 

A 

6.  West  Ellisville  Church, 
Ellisville,  will  host  the  Palmetto 
State  Quartet/ Andres  Ishee 
homecoming  with  Living  Water 

j  Quartet  ana  The  Next  Gener¬ 
ation,  Mar.  13,  6  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken.  For 
information,  call  (601)  477-9333. 


7.  First  Church,  Starkville, 
will  honor  Kermit  and  Phyllis 
McGregor  far  50  years  in  min¬ 
istry  Mar.  12,  2  -  4  p.m.  Letters 
from  church  members  and 
friends  can  be  sent  to  the 
church  at  106  East  Lampkin  St., 
Starkville,  MS,  39759,  or  via  e- 
mail  at  office@fbcstark.org. 


1 1 .  Patrick  Perkins  Licensed  to  Preach 


Just  for  the  Record 
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1.  The  William  Carey 
College  Speech  and  Debate 
team  Finished  third  overall  at 
the  Louisiana  State  University 
Mardi  Gras  Swing  Tournament 
held  recently  in  Monroe.  The 
group  will  also  compete  in  the 
National  Pi  Kappa  Delta 
Forensics  Tournament  in 
March  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Students  interested  in  audi¬ 
tioning  for  the  forensics  team 
can  call  (601)  318-6775  or  (800) 
962-5991,  ext.  218,  for  more 
information. 


Calvary  Chxndv  Vkkdnng, 

will  host  a  spring  revival  on 
Mar.  6-9,  Sim.,  li  ajn.  and  6 
p.m.,  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m., 
with  evangelist  William 
"Billy"  Smith  from  Madison 
and  Jack  Hollingsworth 
from  Utica  leading  worship. 

Hollandale  Church,  Hol- 
landale,  will  host  a  revived 
Mar.  6-9  with  James  Nichols, 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenville,  and  music  led  by 
R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest  of 
Yazoo  City.  Services:  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  a.m.  and  /  p.m. 


1 .  William  Carey  College  Speech  and  Debate  Team 


Friendship  Church,  Mc- 
Comb,  will  host  a  spring 
revival  on  March  ll-13. 
Services:  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7:0 0 

?.m.;  Sun.  10:45  a.m.  and 
:00  p.m..  Lunch  at  noon. 
Evangelists:  P.J.  Weeks,  Gene 
Douglas,  and  Bill  Webb. 
Music  led  by  Bradley  White. 
For  more  information,  call 
(601)  684-7003. 

Mt.  Olive  Church, 
Smithdale,  will  host  a 
revival  on  Mar.  6-9  with 
guest  speaker  Sonny  Adkins 
and  music  led  by  Randy 
Carruth.  Services:  Sim.,  11:00 
a.m.  and  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7:00  p.m. 

Tate  Church,  Corinth, 
held  a  revival  on  Feb.  20-23 
with  25  professions  of 
faith/baptisms;  four  by  let¬ 
ter/statement.  Danny  Lanier, 
evangelist.  Gregg  Thomas, 
pastor. 


8.  The  Dis- 
tinguished 
Speaker 
Series  at  MC 
will  be  held 
March  10  in 
the  Business 
School's  Self 
Hall  Audi¬ 
torium  at 
10:50  a.m., 

with  Thomas 


8.  Morris 


3.  WCC  Tutoring  Program  7.  Robertson  and  Stark,  MC 


Landrum, 
Jackson,  and 
Joe  C.  Morris, 
Jr.,  Madison 
speaking. 


8.  Landrum 


We  offer  free  quote  by  phone,  new  reduced  rates! 

Rx  card  included.  Also  available:  senior  dental  plan  & 
medicare  disability  plan.  Call  toll  free  877-232-0686  today. 
We  can  help!  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 


4.  Miss  WCC  Pageant  Contestants 


Pocahontas  Baptist  Church 

4200  Kickapoo  Road,  Jackson,  Miss. 
March  6,  2005  at  10:30  am. 

Join  us  as  we  dedicate  our  newly  renovated  sanctuary. 
For  further  information  please  call  (601)  982-2305. 
Sunday  School  starts  at  9:15  am.  Michael  Bird,  Pastor. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC  * 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1400-844-1200  or  Hattesburg  14004444821 
or  go  onlina  at  www.audkMarvfcas.org 

lional  Sound  A  A 

D**1*”*®1 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Martin  Northern  800-M8-3007 

PO  Box  1303  501-814-8100 

Benton,  AB  73018-1308  Fax  501-315-8110 

Haase  lend  me  Information  on  the  first  Mortage 
Church  lands  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


Missionary  points  tourists,  athletes  to  Christ 


LAKE  PLACID,  N.Y.  (Special)  Spain  had  always  been 

—  Derek  Spain  stands  in  tne  dri-  active  in  sports  and  was  active 
ving  snow,  bracing  against  the  in  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
harsh  wind  and  me  15  degree  Athletes  on  his  high  school 
temperature.  Strangers  ask  campus  when  he  was  growing 
directions  and  he  gives  a  greet-  up.  So,  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
ing,  turns,  and  points  them  in  seek  a  position  as  an  intern  on  a 
the  right  direction.  church  staff  as  he  fleshed  out 

After  four  hours  he  feels  his  calling.  After  serving  on  a 
fatigued  and  is  glad  when  he  couple  of  church  staffs  in  col- 
gets  a  chance  to  go  inside  to  rest  lege,  Hebron  called  him  as 
for  a  while.  It's  draining  work  to  director  of  high  school  min- 
be  outside  in  such  cold  tempera-  istries  following  graduation 
tures,  but  he  understands  the  from  Georgia's  Shorter  College, 
symbolism  of  what  he's  been  He  eventually  moved  into 
doing  all  afternoon.  On  one  the  position  of  pastor  of  stu- 
level  he's  serving  as  a  volunteer  dent  ministries  and,  while  a 
for  the  ESPN  Great  Outdoor  student  through  the  New 

§ames,  giving  directions  from  Orleans  Seminary's  extension 
ie  backside  of  a  parking  lot.  classes  in  Atlanta,  he  received 
But  his  real  calling  is  to  point  the  a  call  to  come  to  Lake  Placid, 
truly  lost  in  the  right  direction  of  It  was  a  call  that  forced  Spain 
a  relationship  with  Christ.  to  reconsider  his  original  call- 

Spain  is  not  a  native  to  cold  ing  to  the  pastorate, 
weather,  having  been  raised  in  "The  Lord  had  to  do  a  lot  of 
Dacula,  Ga.,  a  suburb  of  Atlanta,  things  to  get  us  ready  for  this 
It  was  divine  intervention  move.  But  we  learned  that  if 
which  drew  him  and  his  wife  God  is  calling  you  to  go  out- 
Kim  from  a  comfortable  youth  side  your  comfort  zone, 
ministry  position  at  Hebron  you've  got  to  be  prepared  to 
Church  to  serve  as  resort  mis-  do  it,"  he  remembers  thinking, 
sionaries  for  the  Baptist  After  much  prayer  and  soul 
Convention  of  New  York.  searching,  Derek  and  Kim 

The  Spains  are  among  nearly  decided  to  follow  God  to  New 
5,200  missionaries  m  die  York.  And  that  is  why  he  was 
United  States  and  Canada  sup-  standing  outside  in  freezing 

forted  by  the  Annie  Armstrong  weather,  helping  strangers  find 
aster  Offering  for  North  their  directions  in  a  snowstorm. 
American  Missions.  They  are  "Lake  Placid  is  an  intema- 
featured  during  the  March  6-13  tional  sports  town  that  excels 
Week  of  Prayer  and  North  in  winter  sports.  It  hosted  the 
American  Mission  Study,  1932  and  the  1980  Winter 
which  this  year  focuses  on  the  Olympics,  and  averages  nearly 
theme  Answer  His  Call.  2  million  visitors  each  year. 

They  have  bobsled,  luge,  fig¬ 
ure  skating,  and  ski  jumping 
events  all  the  time.  Olympic 


By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


PKV  ZA  OZPO  NAPLAOZ 


NAIAGAOZ  FPEAQ,  PKV 


EPOZANAOZ 


TNHYO 


HKOM  SYTA  AOANKPS 


OZPO  RMOZ  ZA  OZPO 


QMFAOZ  PKV  ZA  OZPO 


NAPLAOZ  UPC  NAXMYIA 


OMEAOZAN 


XMZK  TMHN 


OZYNOC-QYD 


Clue:  N  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  sub¬ 
stitution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark 
Four:Twenty. 


Churches 


Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  cnvwngto 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  Tnr 


Seeking  to  be  a  university 
recognized  for  academic 
excellence  and  committment 
to  the  cause  of  Christ 


A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Serving 
Mississippi’s 
Baptists  through 
Christian 
Education 


Accelerated  Degree  Program  601 .925.3979 
Office  of  Christian  Development  601 .925.3235 


Undergraduate  Admissions  601 .925.3800 
Graduate  Admissions  601 .925.3225 


www.mc.edu 


March  3, 2005 


Nevada  missionary  at  home  on  the  range 


MULTIPLE  ROLES  —  Mitch  Bryant  (right)  wears  many  hats  as  asso- 
ciational  missionary  in  west  central  Nevada,  including  that  of  disas¬ 
ter  relief  volunteer  during  training  in  Fallon.  Bryant's  association 
encompasses  45,000  square  miles  as  one  of  only  four  associations  in 
the  state.  His  ministry  is  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  North  American  Missions.  (Special  photo) 


FALLON,  Nev.  (Special)  — 
After  a  week  of  driving,  having 
ut  900  miles  on  his  car,  Mitch 
ryant  watches  the  sunset  as 
he  pulls  into  the  driveway  of 
his  home.  Driving  between 
churches  in  Nevada  is  nothing 
like  what  he  was  used  to  back 
home  in  Arkansas  when  he 
would  visit  fellow  pastors. 

Now,  as  associational  mis¬ 
sionary  for  Lahontan  Associa¬ 
tion,  he  thinks  nothing  of  dri¬ 
ving  175  miles  to  visit  a  church. 
His  association  is  one  of  only 
four  in  the  state  and  covers  an 
area  of  45,000  square  miles.  It 
includes  five  counties  in  west 
central  Nevada  and  boasts  of  16 
churches  and  six  missions.  He 
bases  his  ministry  from  the  town 
of  Fallon,  60  miles  east  of  Reno. 

Bryant  battles  a  variety  of 
problems  in  trying  to  stitch  the 
churches  together  into  a  Baptist 

3uilt  thrown  over  this  part  of 
re  state.  One  of  the  biggest  is 
the  loneliness  and  isolation  that 
permeates  the  lives  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  and  their  families. 

"The  population  out  here  is 
really  scattered.  Most  of  our 
people  live  in  population  cen¬ 
ters  near  a  county  seat,  but  once 
you  get  outside  of  the  city  limits 
you  don't  see  many  residents. 
There  are  some  groups  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  on  cattle  and  dairy 
farms  and  ranches  but  those  are 
even  more  isolated  than  the 
towns  are,"  he  explains,  t, 
Bryant  and  his  wife  Sandi 
are  among  nearly  5,200  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  supported  by  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  North  American 
Missions.  They  are  featured 
during  the  March  6-13  Week 
of  Prayer  and  North  American 
Mission  Study,  which  this 
year  focuses  on  the  theme 
Answer  His  Call. 


The  association  is  260  miles 
from  north  to  south  and  175 
miles  east  to  west,  and  that's 
why  it's  so  hard  to  start  or  grow 
a  cnurch.  Distances  are  such 
that  people  don't  get  together 
on  a  very  regular  basis  because 
of  the  time  it  takes  to  drive.  In 
an  area  where  it's  not  uncom¬ 
mon  to  drive  60  or  100  miles  to 
buy  groceries,  people  socialize 
when  they  can  but  don't  look 
for  opportunities  to  spend 
hours  Dehind  the  wheel  of  a  car. 

Bryant  and  Sandi,  who  he 
calls  ''my  right  hand  and  my  left 
hand,"  serve  as  encouragers  to 
astors  and  their  wives  and 
elp  provide  resources  and 
leadership  training  to  laity.  "The 
distances  really  take  a  toll  on  the 
wives,"  Sandi  Bryant  explains. 

"They  feel  forgotten  so  much 
of  the  time  so  I  send  birthday 
cards,  help  plan  wives  retreats, 
and  be  a  listening  ear.  In  the 


South  people  talk  about  distances 
usually  in  terms  of  miles.  They 
will  say  'It's  20  miles  to  this  loca¬ 
tion  or  15  miles  to  that  church, 
but  out  here  we  talk  in  terms  of 
time.  It's  always  worth  the  drive 
to  be  with  the  members  of  the 
church  and  the  pastor  and  his 
family.  We  don't  take  fellowship 
for  granted  out  here,"  she  says. 

That's  not  the  way  it's  always 
been  for  the  couple.  Mitch 
Bryant  grew  up  in  Missouri  in 
the  home  of  parents  who  were 
active  in  their  Southern  Baptist 
church.  He  was  studying  indus¬ 
trial  technology  in  college  in 
Pittsburg,  Kan.,  when  he  became 
active  in  a  Baptist  Student  Union 
and  met  his  future  wife. 

That's  when  he  surrendered 
to  the  ministry  and  began  pastor- 
ing  bivocational  mission  church¬ 
es  in  southeast  Kansas. 
Following  graduation  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 


Worth,  he  moved  to  Arkansas 
where  he  pastored  two  churches. 

A  seminary  friend  who  was 
pastor  of  a  cnurch  in  Boulder 
City,  Nev.,  asked  him  if  he 
would  lead  a  revival  there, 
and  that's  how  he  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  state.  It  turned 
out  to  be  a  fateful  meeting. 

While  there  he  met  Neal 
Myers,  who  was  serving  as 
director  of  missions  in  Reno, 
and  planted  the  idea  of  Bryant 
moving  to  the  state  to  help 
struggling  churches.  He  came  as 
a  pastor  and  within  a  few  years 
stepped  into  his  current  position 
as  associational  missionary. 

"It's  hard  for  a  church  to 
have  a  full-time  pastor  out 
here  because  the  congregations 
are  so  small  and  the  income 
sources  are  relatively  scarce. 
By  far,  most  of  our  churches 
are  bivocational  in  nature. 

"We  have  a  broad  range  of 
astors  in  our  association.  We 
ave  a  70-year-old  who  has 
been  in  the  ministry  for  50  years 
and  we  have  others  who  have 
only  been  in  the  pastorate  for 
two  or  three  years.  Churches 
will  range  in  size  from  10  or  12 
members  to  120  being  ‘bur 
largest  congregation.  I'd  say  the 
average  size  is  40,"  he  explains. 

Nevada  is  among  the  fastest 
growing  states  in  the  nation, 
and  the  need  for  lay  leadership 
grows  with  each  year.  Fallon  is 
expected  to  double  its  popula¬ 
tion  to  50,000  by  2010.  It  has 
one  of  the  Navy’s  largest  pilot 
training  bases  since  the  Top 
Gun  school  was  moved  there. 


MS  Positions 


FINANCIAL  SECRETARY:  First 
Baptist  Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking 
for  a  part-time  financial  secretary. 
Approximately  20  hours  a  week. 
Computer  skills  and  financial  train¬ 
ing  helpful.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
First  Baptist  Church  Ridgeland,  302 
W.  Jackson  Street,  Ridgeland,  MS 

39157. _ _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking  for  a 
full-time  minister  of  music. 
Education  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Interested  applicants  may 
send  their  resumes  to  First  Baptist 
Church  Ridgeland,  302  W.  Jackson 

Street,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157. _ 

CANAAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
COLUMBUS,  MISS.,  is  prayerfully 
considering  applications  for  the 
position  of  part-time  youth  director. 
Please  submit  resumes  to  R.  Pfeal, 
1332  Cal-Steens  Road,  Steens,  MS 
39766  or  call  (662)  574-061 7, 
MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITY:  FULL¬ 
TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
EDUCATION.  Please  mail  resumes 
to  Slayden  Baptist  Church,  Attn: 
Search  Committee,  2534  Hwy  72, 
Lamar,  MS  38642.  Or- email  to  slay- 
denchurch@bellsouth.net.  For  more 
information  call  (662)  252-4559. 


_ 


Classified  Ads 


AFFORDABLE,  BIBLICAL  HEALTHCARE 


for  Christians.  Try  MediShare  and  save 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year.  Choose 
your  own  doctors,  call  (800)  647-2562 

for  free  information. _ 

FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
All  size  units  available.  Spring  special,  2 
night  weekend,  $1 60,  4  week  nights  $250. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Good  thru 
5/25,  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-1 524. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 


POSITION.  Able  to  develop/manage 
preschool  and  children's  ministries.  Send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  21  First  Street 
SE,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida  32548,  c/o 

preschool/children  search  committee. _ 

FOR  SALE:  SCHULMERICH  HAND¬ 
BELLS,  like  new,  rarely  used,  $7,000. 
Contact  DaRon  Maughon  at  Church  of 
the  Highlands,  Ridgeland,  Miss., 
(601)  605-0040. 


FOR  SALE:  30  PADDED  (SEAT  AND 
BACK)  PEWS.  Fifteen  feet  long.  First 
Baptist  Church,  Byr«(m,  Miss.  Call  Carl 

Prewitt  at  (601)  372-3156. _ - 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES, 
Baptistry  murals,  and  heaters.  Also,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  Krinkgias, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company 

of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  & 

Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ . 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 


PDS  disc  system  with  record,  modulate, 
orchestra.  Superb  action  and  tone. 
Absolutely  new  condition.  A  $17,000 
value  at  $12,900.  Call  Mike  at  (601)  267- 

8480,  Negotiable.  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE? 
Call  toll-free  today  (8 77)  232-0686.  We  can 
Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  &  surgical 
plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement  low  rates. 


Have  current  Health  problems?  We  can 

Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. _ 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  plan  "F"  or 
"G",  new  lower  rates!  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  toll-free  877-232-0686. 

FT  WALTON  BEACH,  FL,  beautiful  gulf 
front,  2  bedroom  condominium  on 
Okaloosa  Island.  Lots  of  amenities,  low 
rates.  Contact  Lucy  at  (770)  831-3651, 

email  sglucy@wmconnect.com. _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  at  3.9 
cents/minute  (24/7),  no  monthly  service 
charge.  Toll  free  (866)-587-8346  or 

www.covenantphoneservice.com . _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
PEWS  FOR  SALE:  Colonial  style  church 
pews  with  upholstered  seats,  37  years 
old.  Fair  condition, $150.00  each,  one 
at  9',  six  at  1 1 '9",  six  at  14'8",  two  at 
1 9'  1 0"  and  two  at  22"  and  seventeen  at 
21’4".  Call  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Purvis  at  (601)  794-8551  for  details. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

FULL-TIME  WORSHIP  PASTOR  needed. 
Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
Dan  Glenn,  100  N.  Hickory  St.,  Vidalia, 
LA  71 373.  Or  email  worship@lbcvidalia.com. 


(662)  455-6743. 


PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN'S  MINISTER 


to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 

PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  6T.  Ebony, 


Baptist  Women’s  Services 
presents  the 

fifth  annual  celebration  of 

strong  women 

Odds  are, 

at  some  point  in  your  life  you  have  been  especially  thankful 
for  the  positive  influence  of  a  woman.  Perhaps  she  inspired  you  by 
her  determination  to  overcome  adversity.  Maybe  she  took  you 
under  her  wing  and  showed  you  how  you  could  succeed  Or 
maybe  she's  a  young  woman  filled  with  potential. 

Nominate  a  StfOPlQ  WODDdn  online  today 

wwwjnbhsxjrg 


The  winners  will  be  announced  on  May  5  during  "A  Celebration  of  Strong  Women.' 
a  luncheon  hosted  by  Baptist  Lifetime  Television  for  Women  and  LovcComm. 
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Clue:  N  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  sub¬ 
stitution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark 
Four:Twenty. 


Missionary  points  tourists,  athletes  to  Christ 


LAKE  PLACID,  N.Y.  (Special) 
—  Derek  Spain  stands  in  me  dri¬ 
ving  snow,  bracing  against  the 
harsh  wind  and  me  15  degree 
temperature.  Strangers  ask 
directions  and  he  gives  a  greet¬ 
ing,  turns,  and  points  them  in 
the  right  direction. 

After  four  hours  he  feels 
fatigued  and  is  glad  when  he 

fets  a  chance  to  go  inside  to  rest 
jr  a  while.  It's  chaining  work  to 
be  outside  in  such  cold  tempera¬ 
tures,  but  he  understands  the 
symbolism  of  what  he's  been 
doing  all  afternoon.  On  one 
levelne's  serving  as  a  volunteer 
for  the  ESPN  Great  Outdoor 
games,  giving  directions  from 
me  backside  of  a  parking  lot. 
But  his  real  railing  is  to  point  the 
truly  lost  in  the  right  direction  of 
a  relationship  witn  Christ. 

Spain  is  not  a  native  to  cold 
weather,  having  been  raised  in 
Dacula,  Ga.,  a  suburb  of  Atlanta. 
It  was  divine  intervention 
which  drew  him  and  his  wife 
Kim  from  a  comfortable  youth 
ministry  position  at  Hebron 
Church  to  serve  as  resort  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  New  York. 

The  Spains  are  among  nearly 
5,200  missionaries  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  sup¬ 
ported  by  die  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  North 
American  Missions.  They  are 
featured  during  the  March  6-13 
Week  of  Prayer  and  North 
American  Mission  Study, 
which  this  year  focuses  on  the 
theme  Answer  His  Call. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  bid 
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Spain  had  always  been 
active  in  sports  and  was  active 
in  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes  on  his  high  school 
campus  when  he  was  growing 
up.  So,  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
seek  a  position  as  an  intern  on  a 
church  staff  as  he  fleshed  out 
his  calling.  After  serving  on  a 
couple  of  church  staffs  in  col¬ 
lege,  Hebron  called  him  as 
director  of  high  school  min¬ 
istries  following  graduation 
from  Georgia's  Shorter  College. 

He  eventually  moved  into 
the  position  of  pastor  of  stu¬ 
dent  ministries  and,  while  a 
student  through  the  New 
Orleans  Seminary's  extension 
classes  in  Atlanta,  he  received 
a  call  to  come  to  Lake  Placid. 
It  was  a  call  that  forced  Spain 
to  reconsider  his  original  call¬ 
ing  to  the  pastorate. 

"'The  Lord  had  to  do  a  lot  of 
things  to  get  us  ready  for  this 
move.  But  we  learned  that  if 
God  is  calling  you  to  go  out¬ 
side  your  comfort  zone, 
you've  got  to  be  prepared  to 
do  it,"  he  remembers  thinking. 

After  much  prayer  and  soul 
searching,  Derek  and  Kim 
decided  to  follow  God  to  New 
York.  And  that  is  why  he  was 
standing  outside  in  freezing 
weather,  helping  strangers  find 
their  directions  m  a  snowstorm. 

"Lake  Placid  is  an  interna¬ 
tional  sports  town  that  excels 
in  winter  sports.  It  hosted  the 
1932  and  the  1980  Winter 
Olympics,  and  averages  nearly 
2  million  visitors  each  year. 
They  have  bobsled,  luge,  fig¬ 
ure  skating,  and  ski  jumping 
events  all  the  time.  Olympic 


athletes,  who  regularly  train  at 
Lake  Placid,  worship  with  us 
at  Lake  Placid  Church.  We  also 
lead  a  Bible  study  at  the 
Olympic  Training  Center  every 
Tuesday  night,"  ne  explains. 

The  church  takes  its  ministry 
one  step  further  through  cre¬ 
ative  evangelism,  providing 
home-cooked  meals  for  athletes 
in  training  so  they  can  get  away 
from  their  rigid  schedule  for  a 
couple  of  hours.  "This  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  them  to  enjoy  a 
great  meal  and  observe  a 
Christum  family,"  Spain  adds. 

The  church  was  struggling 
with  about  40  members  when  he 
arrived  in  November  2001,  but 
now  averages  140  in  attendance. 


It  is  currently  in  a  building  pro¬ 
gram  to  add  a  5,700-square-foot 
addition  that  will  house  a  half¬ 
court  gym,  Bible  study  rooms, 
and  restrooms/showers  to  host 
mission  teams. 

North  Country  Ministries 
spreads  the  gospel  three  ways 
—  through  servant  evangelism, 
creative  evangelism,  and  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism.  Spain  coordi¬ 
nates  the  approaches,  frequent¬ 
ly  using  volunteers  from  states 
such  as  Georgia,  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  and  Mississippi. 

"Servant  evangelism  has  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  a  real  platform  to 
share  our  faith.  They  don't  mind 
that  we  do  it  because  we  have 
such  a  gentle  approach,"  he  said. 


Seeking  to  be  a  university 
recognized  for  academic 
excellence  and  committment 
to  the  cause  of  Christ 


A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Serving 

Mississippi’s 

* 

Baptists  through 
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Christian 

Education 
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Undergraduate  Admissions  601.925.3800 
Graduate  Admissions  601 .925.3225 

www.mc.edu 


Accelerated  Degree  Program  601 .925.3979 

Office  of  Christian  Development  601 .925.3235 
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FALLON,  Nev.  (Special)  - 
After  a  week  of  driving,  havin' 


gut  900  miles  on  his  car,  Mitch 
ryant  watches  the  sunset  as 
he  pulls  into  the  driveway  of 
his  home.  Driving  between 
churches  in  Nevada  is  nothing 
like  what  he  was  used  to  back 
home  in  Arkansas  when  he 
would  visit  fellow  pastors. 

Now,  as  associational  mis¬ 
sionary  for  Lahontan  Associa¬ 
tion,  he  thinks  nothing  of  dri¬ 
ving  175  miles  to  visit  a  church. 
His  association  is  one  of  only 
four  in  tire  state  and  covers  an 
area  of  45,000  square  miles.  It 
includes  five  counties  in  west 
central  Nevada  and  boasts  of  16 
churches  and  six  missions.  He 
bases  his  ministry  from  the  town 
of  Fallon,  60  miles  east  of  Reno. 

Bryant  battles  a  variety  of 
problems  in  trying  to  stitch  the 
churches  together  into  a  Baptist 
quilt  thrown  over  this  part  of 


AFFORDABLE,  BIBLICAL  HEALTHCARE 

for  Christians.  Try  MediShare  and  save 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year.  Choose 
your  own  doctors,  call  (800)  647-2562 

for  free  information. _ __ 

FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
All  size  units  available.  Spring  special,  2 
night  weekend,  $  1 60, 4  week  nights  $250. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Good  thru 
5/25,  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-1 524. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(662)  455-6743.  _ _ 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN'S  MINISTER 
POSITION.  Able  to  develop/manage 
preschool  and  children's  ministries.  Send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  21  First  Street 
SE,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Florida  32548,  c/o 
preschool/children  search  committee. 
FOR  SALE:  SCHULMERICH  HAND¬ 
BELLS,  like  new,  rarely  used,  $7,000. 
Contact  DaRon  Maughon  at  Church  of 
the  Highlands,  Ridgeland,  Miss., 
(601 )  605-0040. 


FOR  SALE:  30  PADDED  (SEAT  AND 
BACK)  PEWS.  Fifteen  feet  long.  First 
Baptist  Church,  Byram,  Miss.  Call  Carl 

Prewitt  at  (601 )  372-31 56. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES, 
Baptistry  murals,  and  heaters.  Also,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  Krinkglas, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company 

of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291. _ 

SEBREN  S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  & 

Rita  Sebren,  owners.  > _ _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  6T.  Ebony, 
PDS  disc  system  with  record,  modulate, 
orchestra.  Superb  action  and  tone. 
Absolutely  new  condition.  A  $17,000 
value  at  $12,900.  Call  Mike  at  (601)  267- 

8480,  Negotiable. _ . 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE? 
Call  toll-free  today  (877)  232-0686.  We  can 
Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  &  surgical 
plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  low  rates. 


Have  current  Health  problems?  We  can 

Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. _ 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  plan  "F"  or 
"G",  new  lower  rates!  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  toll-free  877-232-0686. 

FT  WALTON  BEACH,  FL,  beautiful  gulf 
front,  2  bedroom  condominium  on 
Okaloosa  Island.  Lots  of  amenities,  low 
rates.  Contact  Lucy  at  (770)  831-3651, 

email  sglucyQwmconnect.com. _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  at  3.9 
cents/minute  (24/7),  no  monthly  service 
charge.  Toll  free  (866)-587-8346  or 

www.covenantphoneservice.com. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
PEWS  FOR  SALE:  Colonial  style  church 
pews  with  upholstered  seats,  37  years 
old.  Fair  conditional 50.00  each,  one 
at  9’,  six  at  1 1  ’9",  six  at  1 4'8",  two  at 
19' 10"  and  two  at  22"  and  seventeen  at 
2 1  *4".  Call  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Purvis  at  (601)  794-8551  for  details. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

FULL-TIME  WORSHIP  PASTOR  needed. 
Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
Dan  Glenn,  100  N.  Hickory  St.,  Vidalia, 
LA  71 373.  Or  email  worship@flbcvidalia.com. 


Nevada  missionary  at  home  on  the  range 


the  state.  (Jne  ot  the  biggest  is 
the  loneliness  and  isolation  that 
permeates  the  lives  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  and  their  families. 

"The  population  out  here  is 
really  scattered.  Most  of  our 
people  live  in  population  cen¬ 
ters  near  a  county  seat,  but  once 
you  get  outside  of  the  city  limits 
you  don't  see  many  residents. 
There  are  some  groups  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  on  cattle  and  dairy 
farms  and  randies  but  those  are 
even  more  isolated  than  the 
towns  are,"  he  explains. 

Bryant  and  his  wife  Sandi 
are  among  nearly  5,200  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  supported  by  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  North  American 
Missions.  They  are  featured 
during  the  March  6-13  Week 
of  Prayer  and  North  American 
Mission  Study,  which  this 
year  focuses  on  the  theme 
Answer  His  Call. 


The  association  is  260  miles 
from  north  to  south  and  175 
miles  east  to  west,  and  that's 
why  it's  so  hard  to  start  or  grow 
a  church.  Distances  are  such 
that  people  don't  get-together 
on  a  very  regular  basis  because 
of  the  time  it  takes  to  drive.  In 
an  area  where  it's  not  uncom¬ 
mon  to  drive  60  or  100  miles  to 
buy  groceries,  people  sodalize 
when  they  can  but  don't  look 
for  opportunities  to  spend 
hours  behind  the  wheel  of  a  car. 

Bryant  and  Sandi,  who  he 
calk  ''my  right  hand  and  my  left 
hand,"  serve  as  encouragers  to 
pastors  and  their  wives  and 
help  provide  resources  and 
leadership  training  to  laity.  "The 
distances  really  take  a  toll  on  the 
wives,"  Sandi  Bryant  explains. 

"They  feel  forgotten  so  much 
of  the  time  so  I  send  birthday 
cards,  help  plan  wives  retreats, 
and  be  a  listening  ear.  In  the 


South  people  talk  about  distances 
usually  in  terms  of  miles.  They 
will  say  Tt's  20  miles  to  this  loca¬ 
tion  or  15  miles  to  that  church, 
but  out  here  we  talk  in  terms  of 
time.  It's  always  worth  the  drive 
to  be  with  the  members  of  the 
church  and  the  pastor  and  his 
family.  We  don't  take  fellowship 
for  granted  out  here,"  she  says. 

That's  not  the  way  it's  always 
been  for  the  couple.  Mitch 
Bryant  grew  up  in  Missouri  in 
the  home  of  parents  who  were 
active  in  their  Southern  Baptist 
church.  He  was  studying  indus¬ 
trial  technology  in  college  in 
Pittsburg,  Kan.,  when  he  became 
active  in  a  Baptist  Student  Union 
and  met  his  future  wife. 

That's  when  he  surrendered 
to  the  ministry  and  began  pastor- 
ing  bivocational  mission  church¬ 
es  in  southeast  Kansas. 
Following  graduation  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 


Worth,  he  moved  to  Arkansas 
where  he  pastored  two  churches. 

A  seminary  friend  who  was 
pastor  of  a  cnurch  in  Boulder 
City,  Nev.,  asked  him  if  he 
would  lead  a  revival  there, 
and  that's  how  he  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  state.  It  turned 
out  to  be  a  fateful  meeting. 

While  there  he  met  Neal 
Myers,  who  was  serving  as 
director  of  missions  in  Reno, 
and  planted  the  idea  of  Bryant 
moving  to  the  state  to  help 
struggling  churches.  He  came  as 
a  pastor  and  within  a  few  years 
stepped  into  his  current  position 
as  associational  missionary. 

"It's  hard  for  a  church  to 
have  a  full-time  pastor  out 
here  because  the  congregations 
are  so  small  and  the  mcome 
sources  are  relatively  scarce. 
By  far,  most  of  our  churches 
are  bivocational  in  nature. 

"We  have  a  broad  range  of 

Eastors  in  our  association.  We 
ave  a  70-year-old  who  has 
been  in  the  ministry  for  50  years 
and  we  have  others  who  have 
only  been  in  the  pastorate  for 
two  or  three  years.  Churches 
will  range  in  size  from  10  or  12 
members  to  120  being  our 
largest  congregation.  I'd  say  the 
average  size  is  40,"  he  explains. 

Nevada  is  among  the  fastest 
growing  states  in  the  nation, 
and  the  need  for  lay  leadership 
grows  with  each  year.  Fallon  is 
expected  to  double  its  popula¬ 
tion  to  50,000  by  2010.  It  has 
one  of  the  Navy’s  largest  pilot 
training  bases  since  the  Top 
Gun  school  was  moved  there. 


presents  the 


fifth  annual  celebration  of 

strong  women 
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Odds  are, 

at  some  point  in  your  life  you  have  been  especially  thankfii 
for  the  positive  influence  of  a  woman.  Perhaps  she  inspired  you  by 
her  determination  to  overcome  adversity.  Maybe  she  took  you 
under  her  wing  and  showed  you  how  you  could  succeed  Or 
maybe  she's  a  young  woman  filled  with  potential. 


Nominate  a  StfOlig  WOlTian  online  today 

wwwjnbhsjoig 


The  winners  will  be  announced  on  May  5  during  'A  Celebration  of  Strong  Womm’ 
a  luncheon  hosted  by  Baptist.  Lifetime  Television  for  Women  and  UweComm. 
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MULTIPLE  ROLES  —  Mitch  Bryant  (right)  wears  many  hats  as  asso¬ 
ciational  missionary  in  west  central  Nevada,  including  that  of  disas¬ 
ter  relief  volunteer  during  training  in  Fallon.  Bryant's  association 
encompasses  45,000  square  miles  as  one  of  only  four  associations  in 
the  state.  His  ministry  is  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  North  American  Missions.  (Special  photo) 


FINANCIAL  SECRETARY:  First 
Baptist  Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking 
for  a  part-time  financial  secretary. 
Approximately  20  hours  a  week. 
Computer  skills  and  financial  train¬ 
ing  helpful.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
First  Baptist  Church  Ridgeland,  302 
W.  Jackson  Street,  Ridgeland,  MS 
39157. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking  for  a 
full-time  minister  of  music. 
Education  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Interested  applicants  may 
send  their  resumed  to  First  Baptist 
Church  Ridgeland,  302  W.  Jackson 
Street,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157. _ 


CANAAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
COLUMBUS,  MISS.,  is  prayerfully 
considering  applications  for  the 
position  of  part-time  youth  director. 
Please  submit  resumes  to  R.  Peal, 
1332  Cal-Steens  Road,  Steens,  MS 
39766  or  call  (662)  574-0617. 


MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITY:  FULL¬ 
TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
EDUCATION.  Please  mail  resumes 
to  Slayden  Baptist  Church,  Attn: 
Search  Committee,  2534  Hwy  72, 
Lamar,  MS  38642.  Or  email  to  slay- 
denchurch@bellsouth.net.  For  more 
information  call  (662)  252-4559. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Jesus:  More  Than  a  Prophet 

Mark  8:27-30;  Acts  3:17-26 

By  Rick  Henson _ 

Jesus  and  the  disciples  were 
in  ti\e  northern  part  of  Israel, 
near  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Jesus 
had  healed  many  sick,  fed  over 
5,000  people  with  a  few  loaves 
of  bread  and  a  few  pieces  of 
fish,  walked  on  the  water,  and 
taught  the  disciples.  After  the 
disciples  saw  all  this,  Jesus 
asked  them,  "Who  do  people 
say  that  I  am?"  They  answered 
that  people  were  saying  that 
Jesus  was  a  prophet,  another 
John  the  Baptist,  or  Elijah.  Any 
of  these  answers  would  have 
flattered  anyone  else. 

To  be  recognized  as  a  prophet 
of  God  would  truly  be  an  awe¬ 
some  affirmation  to  any  preacher. 

To  be  compared  with  John  die 
Baptist  was  also  quite  a  compli¬ 
ment.  Jesus  himself  referred  to 
John  the  Baptist  in  Matthew  11:11 
by  saying  that  no  one  was  as 


for  Messiah.  Peter  was 
answering  that  Jesus  is 
die  Messiah.  The  Jews 
reading  this  passage 
would  instantly  know 
that  the  Messiah 
_ referred  to  the  One 

fieat  as  he.  In  Malachi^^^^^H^^H  promised  of  God  over 
5  God  spoke  through hundreds  of  years  in 
the  prophet  Malachi  that  the  Old  Testament 

he  would  send  Elijah  books.  Jesus  was  much 

before  the  great  and  tern-  more  than  a  prophet; 

ble  day  of  die  Lord.  To  be  Henson  He  was  the  One  of 
considered  the  forerunner  of  the  whom  the  prophets  spoke. 


"day  of  the  Lord"  would  swell 
the  head  of  the  most  humble  ser¬ 
vant  of  God. 

Jesus  did  not  accept  these 
compliments,  however.  He 
asked  the  disciples,  who  had  just 
witnessed  Jesus  calm  a  storm, 
cast  out  demons,  and  speak  first¬ 
hand  about  the  Father,  "But  who 
do  you  say  that  I  am?" 

Peter,  the  self-appointed 
spokesman  for  the  chosen, 
answered  with  no  hesitation; 
"You  are  the  Christ."  Our  word 
"Christ"  is  taken  directly  from 
the  Greek  language.  The  Greek 
word  used  in  this  passage  is, 
"kristos"  and  it  is  the  Greek 
translation  of  the  Hebrew  word 


The  question  about  the  nature 
of  character  of  Jesus  continues 
today.  People  still  ask  who  Jesus 
is.  Some  religions  name  Jesus 
specifically  as  a  prophet.  Other 
religions  recognize  that  he  was  a 
great  teacher.  Many  people  in 
America  view  Jesus  as  a  great 
religious  leader  who  said  and 
didgreat  tilings. 

Those  who  knew  Him  the 
best  saw  much  more  than  just  a 
great  teacher  or  leader.  They1 
witnessed  far  more  than  just  a 
man  who  spoke  about  what 
God  would  one  day  do.  These 
disciples,  the  ones  who  trav¬ 
eled  from  town  to  town  with 
Jesus,  who  heard  His  words 


and  saw  His  deeds,  recognized 
that  He  was  God  Himself. 

Several  years  after  this  con¬ 
fession  in  Mark  8,  Peter  would 
stand  in  Jerusalem  and  preach 
to  the  huge  crowd  gathered  for 
Pentecost  from  ail  over  the 
Mediterranean.  Peter  spoke 
there  with  absolute  certainty 
about  Jesus.  To  Peter,  Jesus  was 
not  some  historical  figure.  Jesus 
had  been  his  companion  for 
three  years.  He  had  witnessed 
Jesus  being  arrested,  beaten, 
scourged,  and  finally  crucified. 
For  three  days  the  disciples  hid 
from  the  Romans.  They  were 
afraid  and  worried  that  maybe 
they  were  next.  They  did  not 
expect  Jesus  to  return.  No  one 
returns  from  the  dead,  but 
Jesus  did. 

When  Peter  spoke  at 
Pentecost  as  described  in  the 
second  chapter  of  Acts,  and  then 
again  at  the  Temple  in  the  third 
chapter,  he  did  not  describe  a 
prophet,  but  a  Savior.  He  did 
not  describe  some  historical  fig¬ 
ure,  but  the  risen  Lord.  Peter 
wrote  years  later  about  Jesus  in 
2  Peter  1:16-18:  "For  we  did  not 
follow  cleverly  devised  tales 


when  we  made  known  to  you 
the  power  and  coming  of  our 
Lora  Jesus  Christ,  but  we  were 
eyewitnesses  of  His  majesty. 
For  when  He  received  honor 
and  glory  from  God  the  Father, 
such  an  utterance  as  this  was 
made  to  Him  by  the  Majestic 
Glory,  'This  is  My  beloved  Son 
with  whom  1  am  well- 
pleased' —  and  we  ourselves 
heard  this  utterance  made  from 
heaven  when  we  were  with 
Him  on  the  holy  mountain." 

As  Jesus  asked  the  disciples 
that  question,  so  the  Spirit  of 
God  asks  each  of  us  the  same, 
"Whatever  others  say  about 
Jesus,  who  do  you  say  that  He 
is?"  Each  person  must  answer 
that  question.  According  to  the 
Scriptures,  eternity  depends  on 
our  answer.  John  3:18  reads, 
"He  who  believes  in  Him  is  not 
judged;  he  who  does  not  believe 
has  been  judged  already, 
because  he  has  not  believed  in 
the  name  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God."  Jesus  is  more  than 
a  prophet.  He  is  your  Savior. 

Rick  Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Baptist  Church,  Brandon. 


ing,  keeper  of  His  word,  wise  judgment,  judgment  coming 
builder  eliminating  corruption  from  God’s  heart  of  sorrow, 
before  new  work  Degins.  This  Let’s  push  the  "play”  button 
truth  fits  troubled  times  of  that  with  assurance  in  God’s  divine 
day  and  our  day.  God’s  divine  availability  and  not  our  ability, 
energy  is  still  available.  (w.  17-19)  To  play  or  put  some- 

Let’s  push  the  "erase”  button  thing  in  action,  we  have  to  obey 
on  everything  but  our  recollec-  verse  17:  "Arise  and  tell  them 
tion  of  the  divine  confirmation,  what  I  told  you."  Stop  dreaming, 
(w.  ll-15b)  As  we  erase  all  the  planning,  meditatmg.  There 
clearly  from  comes  a  time  when  God  blesses 

Here  God  is  stabbing 


Explore  the  Bible 

Accepting  God’s  Assignment 

Jeremiah  1: 4-15a,  17-19 

By  Billie  Buckle1 


as  we  are  one. 

Jeremiah  had  been 
chosen  before  time 
began  for  his  special 
assignment.  Yet,  mis  in 
no  way  lessened  his 
personal  freedom  of 


■  action.  Likewise,  Israel 
was  chosen  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  assignment  by 

ley  God.  She  abandoned  excuses,  we  see  clearly  from 

her  assignment  by  Jeremiah,  word  pictures  of  action, 

choosing  not  to  destroy  old  God’s  confirmation.  The  almond  Jeremiah's  hesitation.  Today  if 
wells  before  digging  new  ones,  tree  and  the  boiling  pot  are  two  we  hesitate  maybe  it  is  because 

thus  leading  to  her  downfall.  symbols  of  what  would  be  we  have  lost  our  assurance  in 

Let's  "rewind"  until  we  locate  accomplished  through  Jeremiah’s  God's  assignment.  God  never 
equipment  for  divine  energy,  (w. 

6-10)  Amazing,  but  here  we  find 
the  equipment  located  in  none 
other  than  God  Himself.  God 
touched  the  prophet's  mouth  we  find  God  coi 
with  His  words.  Then  in  w.7-9, 
compensating  for  Jeremiah's 
honest  feelings  of  insufficiency. 

He  energized  and  equipped  him 
with:  His  divine  sending  out;  His 
divine  speaking;  His  divine 
encouragement.  God  is  still  in 
the  touching  business.  You  know 
that  touch,  don’t  you?  Sure  you 
do.  It  really  is  all  about  God. 

Not  only  do  we  see 
rer  in  John,  "I  Jeremiah,  but  we  see  God's 
:ome  one,  even  character  in  w.  8-10:  all  know- 


agement  and  resent-  Jk|| 
ment.  Did  I  hear  you 
'lisper,  "Me,  too?"  Bu< 

Following  him  through 
the  captivity  of  the  Southern 
Kingdom  of  Israel,  among  the 
survivors  in^  Judah  and  those 
’  it,  we  hear  God 
saying,  ”Comef>ack  to  me.  Give 
me  the  controls  of  your  life."  We 
need,  as  Jeremiah  did,  to  be 
reminded  of  our  assignment, 
our  equipment,  our  confirma¬ 
tion,  and  our  assurance. 

Let's  "pause"  in  remembering 
our  divine  assignments,  (w.  4-5) 
God's  assignment  for  Jeremiah 
was  clear.  It  was  based  on  God's 


Are  you  and  I  related  to  wl 
Jeremiah?  If  your  answer  is  a 
resounding  "yes",  we  may  be 
kin.  Is  there  anybody  unable  to 
cope  today?  Ever  wanted  to  grab 
the  controls  of  your  life  (if  you  who  fled  to  E] 
could  find  them)  and  rewind 
your  triumphs;  pause  in  your 
happiness;  erase  your  struggles; 
or  just  push  the  off  button? 

Surely  we  have.  All  have 
struggled  to  stand  in  troubled 
times,  even  as  Jeremiah  did 
throughout  the  captivity  of  Israel. 

For  around  40  years  he  watched 
with  the  sad,  seeing  heart  of  a 
prophet  as  people  disregarded  knowing  and  choosing  him  to  be 
Goa's  warnings.  In  this  book  of  one  with  a  troubling  assignment, 
messages,  with  no  chronological  The  message  and  the  messenger 
order,  we  are  shown  God  judging  became  one  after  hearing  Goa's 
with  a  sorrowful,  weeping  heart,  word.  It  seems  to  me,  "one"  must 

In  the  public's  eye  Jeremiah  be  God's  favorite  number.  Re- 
was  fearless;  by  himself,  alone  in  member  Jesus'  prayer  in  John,  "I 
God's  presence,  he  met  discour-  pray  they  may 


ministry.  sat  in  heaven  and  merely 

The  Hebrew  for  the  almond  dreamed  about  having  a  rela- 
tree  is  the  awakening  tree,  the  tionship  with  his  rebellious 
first  to  awaken  in  spring.  Here  children.  He  left  heaven  and 

ig  His  came  to  Bethlehem  over  2,000 
alertness  and  activity  in  watch-  years  ago. 
ing  over  His  Word  and  His  This  st 
own.  This  is  not  a  name-it-and-  about  Jen 
claim-it-mentality  which  results  with  his  a: 
in  an  insult  to  God.  It  is  a  con-  times.  It  i 
firmation  coming  from  a  love  me  and  oi 
relationship  of  abiding  and  purpose  i 
obeying  as  Jeremiah  had.  troubled 

The  second  confirmation  work,  giv 
was  one  of  sorrow  because  your  life. 

Israel  did  not  take  God  seriously. 

He  would  bring  a  boiling  pot 
(Babylon)  as  a  source  of  nis 
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The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
photographs  of  special  events 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Pnotograpns  must  depict  people. 

/No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
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half  inch  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
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news  and  photographs  ot  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch 
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Dr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Woods 


Dr  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Memorials 


Gertrude  Albriton 

James  A  Nancy  Duren 


Graebcr  Brothers,  Inc. 

Anne  Payne  Baggett 

Bob  A  Richard  Catlett 
Lamont  A  Betty  Baker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Daughdrill 
Russell  Barnes 

Paul  C.  Love,  Elizabeth  &  Paul  Jr. 
Elizabeth  R.  Bennett 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Tatum 
Gertrude  Beri 

Mr.  A  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Andy  Boyd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Komegay 

Mr.  Toonie  Boyles 

Mrs.  Lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Jane  Brent 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mathis  Holt 
Jeanette  Brents 

Eldon  A  Barbara  Montague 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Nell  Brewer 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donnie  Brown 
Charles  L.  Bridges 
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Evelyn  Brown 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor, 
with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norris  King 

January  2005  wnium  e.  Mcinnb 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  E  Tatum 

Memorials  Mr*.  Carolyn  McKeiiar 

Ms.  Mary  Lynn  Davis 

Vernon  Martin  Hartwell  McPhail 

Valley  Park  Baptist  Church  Cohen  &  Elizabeth  Robertson 

Friendship  SSC.  Wiley  Park  BC  Herbert  McPhail 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Danna  Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 

Ms.  Alu  B.  Johnson  Lola  Meadows 

John  &  Bertie  Mason  .  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  Eddins 

Dr.  Lee  F.  Mason  Dr.  Jon  Meek 

Lenna  L  Massey  Sanctuary  Class. N  Oxford  BC 

Fidelis  SSC, Morrison  Hgts  BC-  Oxford 

Clinton  Mrs.  Maxine  Milam 

Lynn  Mamey  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tramel  Jr. 

Mrs  Emily  Mullins  Mr*.  Hattie  Mae  Mile* 

Mr.  Ellis  L.  Mastenon  Adult  Men's  SSC.  Springfield  BC 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  James  L.  Travis  Jr.  TEL.  SSC  Springfield  BC-Monon 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Harold  G.  Schultz  Mr.  ft  Mrs  Michael  W.  Betts 

Allen  Matthews  Lydu  SSC.  Springfield  BC-Monon 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  J.  Paul  Reeves  LMj  Miller 

Mrs.  Reha  Mangh  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Don  Eddins  _ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Don  O  Baker  Mr.  Clyde  Miller 

Mr.  Ed  May  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 

Mr.  W.  C.  Stevenson  Jr.  Margaret  Gregory  Miktead 

Dr.  Irene  Mayfield  Stuart  ft  Philene  Allen 

Ms  Anne  M  Douglas  Mr  ft  Mu  E  L  Borneo  Jr. 

Sham  McAllister  Ms  Betty  K.  Ellis 

Mr  A  Mr*.  Howard  Davenport  Mr.  A  Mrs  John  A.  Flemmom 

Mrs.  MOMe  McCarty  Mr.  ft  Mss  Paul  Ray 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Jim  Heftier  Ms.  Rose  E  Strshan 

Mr.  R chert  McClellan  Mr.  ft  Mrs  Gregg  Tindle 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Don  O.  Baker  Mr  A  Mrs  L  F.  "Red"  Brown 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Sullivan 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
David  A  Betty  Neely 
Mary  Wrick 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  E  Trim 
Mrs.  Laura  Nril  West 

Philene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  P.  Bowman 
Mr  A  Mrs.  William  J.  Du  Bard 
Mrs.  Bill  Moody 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Florence  Phillips  Whinery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  W.  West 
Mrs.  Mildred  White 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Tommy  White 

Ms.  Terri  Johnson  Mkiello 
Junior  Whittington 

David  A  Betty  Neely 
Larry  Wigginton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Komegay 
Mrs.  Margaret  Tillmaa  Wilder 
Ken  A  Janice  Harrelson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Peter  S.  O'Shea  Jr 


The  Foster  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jack  Poole 


Mrs  EX.  Hill 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Clotildge  (Clo)  Braden  Sanders 
Ruth  SSC,  FBC-Tupelo 
Bertie  Sarta 

New  Life  SSC,  FBC-Grenada 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Saveli 

David  A  Betty  Neely 
Dwayne  Sckefer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kermit  L.  Rasco 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Phillip  R.  Hilton 

Mrs.  Sapp 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jcny  W  Cuevas 
Margaret  Shaw 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Douglas  Woods 
Kevin  Sherrfil 

Deer  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Clifton  Porta 
Mary  Alice  Skettoa 

Mr  A  Mrs.  George  M  Eagle 


Mr.  ft  Mis.  George  M.  Eagle 
Mr.  Harvey  ft  Mrs.  Lcaora  CaRa 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Wilson 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Caae 

Mrs  Louise  Allgood  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mae  Cmd 

Rea.  Shaw.  Gifiin  ft  Stuart.  LLP 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  L  M  Shell*  Jr. 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Mrs.  Cheryl  "Shay”  Clark 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
A.  V.  Cole 

Paul  C  Love.  Ehzsbeth  ft  Pml  Jr 

Curtie  Houston  Cook 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Stanley  Downs 
Mrs.  Ua  Middleton  Coral 
Mis.  Lee  Audi*  Jayroe 
David  ft  E*u  Earle  Co* 

Mr.  Terry  Maxey 
Mrs.  Opal  Craveas 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Kenneth  McCool 


Mr  and  Mrs  Bob  McCarky 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jama  H.  May 
Grace  Sen 

Stuart  A  Philene  Allen 
Wilma  Shelly 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  Kevht  Sherrill 

Todd  ft  Bobbie  Horn 
Mr.  Martin  Shirle  y 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  Mitchell 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 

Dr.  Mize 

Mr.  Jama  A.  Clarke 
Turner  Moore 

Mrs.  Billie  Lynn  Arthur 


The  Craycrafts  (Everett,  Lillian. 
Becky.  Ellen.  Jena  A  Debbie) 
Mr.  S.  Kirby  Day  Jr. 

Mr.  Charla  G.  Gala 

Ms.  Isabel  B.  Monk 

Ms.  Shall  Nicholas 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  A.  Nigro 

Shannon  M.  Silvemail 

Mrs.  Rhonda  Stanfield  TVevahan 

Mr.  Paul  L  Virden 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Otho  S.  Johnson  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roger  G.  McGrath  ID 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  P.  A.  Vuney 

Miss  Lana  May  Wilkins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  G.  Gal  yon 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  T  Scon  McCay 

Mr.  W.  G.  Mize  Jr. 

CtdoraM  Ladne  Golf  Araocattioa 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Laney  A.  Berry 
Mr.  Albert  E.  Shows 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  Bridga 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tnvis  R.  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  David  B.  Miller 
Tippy  Spratra  Simoon. 

Mis.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 


Ms.  Louise  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Toby  B  Mitchell 


h*  Lloyd  B  Jana 


Mr.  ft  HraWWkrv 

Mr  A  Mm  W* 

rUWt 

Tentmaker  sculpts  churches  in  barren  land 


That's  how  the  family  came  to  live  and 
minister  in  the  small  town  of  Pavillion,  and 
opened  O'Brien  Studio  in  nearby  Lander. 

Wyoming  is  a  beautiful,  but  narsh  land, 
he  says.  It's  a  hard  place  to  minister  because 
it  is  big,  wide-open  country  with  a  lot  of  dis¬ 
tance  between  places.  "I  was  raised  in  Texas 
where  Southern  Baptists  and  other  denomi¬ 
nations  have  churches  everywhere  you 
look,  but  out  here  so  many  people  don't 
want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  church. 
We  only  have  90  Southern  Baptist  churches 
in  the  entire  state,"  he  explains. 

"The  people  are  difficult  to  reach 
because  tney  come  from  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  backgrounds  and  share  a  common 
western  independent  mindset.  They  feel 
they  don’t  need  anything  or  anyone  — 
incxudine  God  —  to  help  them  survive." 

The  barrier  between  the  Native 
American  and  the  Anglo  culture  is  very 
real  and  is  complicated  by  the  Native 
American  religion.  The  type  of  welfare  sys¬ 
tem  in  place  on  the  reservation  also  offers 
little  in  the  way  of  motivation  and  often 
fosters  an  attitude  of  hopelessness.  "Before 
I  moved  here  I  felt  that  most  everyone 
knew  the  Lord  and  had  some  experience  in 
a  church  family,  because  of  the  culture  in 
which  I  grew  up  in  Texas,"  he  explains. 

Terrell  says  ne  could  not  do  it  without 


DN,  Wyo.  (Special)  —  With  the  "I  was  raised  in  West  Texas,  and 
of  a  trained  artisan,  Terrell  attended  a  rural  church  that  had  a  strong 
ets  a  sculpting  tool  and  places  heart  for  missions.  That  church  gave  to 
>iect.  As  he  cuts  here,  smoothes  missions,  taught  missions  and  partici- 
:lay  or  takes  it  away,  the  design  pated  in  missions.  God  used  all  of  this  to 
ind  begins  to  take  shape.  put  a  call  on  my  life,"  he  says. 

When  he  has  completed  the  In  college  he  studied  commercial  art  and 

sculpture  in  this  small  version,  biology  because  he  wanted  to  be  a  medical 
he  is  ready  to  begin  work  on  illustrator,  but  after  graduation  Terrell 
what  will  become  a  larger-  returned  to  fanning  whfle  keeping  in  touch 
than-life  version.  O'Brien  is  an  with  his  artistic  side.  Today  ne  sees  how 
artist  who  produces  monu-  God  laid  a  foundation  for  that  to  be  his  pri- 
mental  sculptures  for  clients  mary  source  of  income  while  serving  Him. 
across  North  America.  His  He  and  Vickie  were  married  in  19/6  and 
subjects  may  include  historical  participated  in  several  mission  trips.  He 
figures,  children.  Western  began  sculpting  in  the  early  80s  and  eventu- 
themes,  biblical  characters  or  ally  decided  to  leave  farming  to  see  whei^  his 
wildlife  —  his  favorite.  art  career  would  go.  "God  was  at  work  in  this 

"After  completing  the  clay  career  move  in  a  bigger  way  than  I  knew,"  he 
models,  I  make  the  molds  says  when  thinking  back  through  the  years, 
which  a  foundry  will  use  to  "I  wondered  a  lot  of  times  why  I  made  that 
cast  these  works  in  bronze,"  career  shift  and  was  discouraged  on  several 
he  says  as  he  takes  a  break  occasions,  but  I  never  quit,  then  my  health 
from  his  work.  began  to  seriously  deteriorate  with  a  hypo- 

When  the  phone  rings  and  thyroid  condition  and  God  used  that  to  con- 
he  begins  talking  with  one  of  front  me  with  His  call  to  missions,"  he  says, 
his  church  members,  howev-  During  a  large  sculpting  project,  O'Brien 
er,  his  real  love  comes  into  received  a  call  from  a  foundry  in  Wyoming, 
play.  His  calling  to  bivoca-  "God  began  to  point  the  way  very  clearly 
tional  ministry  is  what  dri-  to  Wyoming.  I  think  Vickie  was  pretty 
ves  his  life,  and  his  love  of  shocked  when  I  came  home  one  day  with  the 
art  is  what  provides  his  question, 'What  would  you  think  of  moving 
income.  Without  Terrell's  to  Wyoming?'  I  called  John  Herrington,  the 
studio  it  would  be  difficult  director  of  missions  and  evangelism  for  the 
to  support  his  wife  Vickie  Wyoming  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and 
and  family  in  a  state  where  he  encouraged  us  to  come  and  help." 
jobs  are  hard  to  come  by.  During  the  summer  of  1995,  he  and 

The  couple.  Mission  Service  Vickie  applied  for  Mission  Service  Corps 
Corps  missionaries  with  the  status  as  they  refined  their  calling 
North  American  Mission  through  lay-ministry.  That's  when  they 
Board  (NAMB),  are  being  fea-  discovered  the  role  Tentmakers  play  in 
tured  during  the  March  6-13  missions  —  those  who  provide  their  own 
Week  of  Prayer  and  North  funding  in  order  to  pursue  their  calling. 
American  Mission  Study,  At  first  their  four  children  were  reluctant 
which  this  year  focuses  on  the  to  consider  such  a  move,  but  they  trusted 
theme  Answer  His  Call.  their  parents  as  they,  in  turn,  trusted  God. 


CHANGING  LIVES  —  Missionary  Terrell 
O'Brien  leads  a  Bible  study  with  boys  attend¬ 
ing  a  Royal  Ambassador  camp  in  Wyoming 
where  he  pastors  a  small  but  growing  church 


where  he  pastors  a  small  but  growing  church 
and  supports  himself  as  a  professional  sculp¬ 
tor.  His  ministry  is  supported  by  gifts  to.  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North 
American  Missions.  (Special  photo) 


Collegiate  missionary  defines  success:  Obedience 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (Special)  —  him  from  bleeding  to  death.  At  the  same 


Answer 

"'"Tell 


Week  of  Prayer 
for  Norik  American  Missions 

Suggested  Dates  March  6-13,  2005 


RMSTRONG 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


CAMPUS  MINISTRY  —  US/C2  missionary 
Jonathan  Pettigrew  studies  his  Bible  on  the 
campus  of  Indiana  University-Purdue 
University  in  Indianapolis,  where  his  campus 
ministry  reaches  out  to  more  than  28,000  stu¬ 
dents.  His  ministry  is  supported  by  gifts  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North 
American  Missions.  (Special  photo) 
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